Mahaganapati

Main article: Ranjangaon
Shri Mahaganapti, Ranjangaon

Shiva is believed to have worshipped Ganesha before fighting the demon
Tripurasura here. The temple was built by Shiva where he worshipped Ganesha,
and the town he set up was called Manipur which is now known as Ranjangaon.

The idol faces the east, is seated in a cross-legged position with a broad forehead,
with its trunk pointing to the left. It is said that the original idol is hidden in the
basement, having 10 trunks and 20 hands and is called Mahotkat, however, the
temple authorities deny existence of any such idol.

Constructed so that the rays of the sun fall directly on the idol (during the
Southward movement of the sun), the temple bears a distinct resemblance to the
architecture reminiscent of the 9th and 10th Centuries and faces the east.
Shrimant Madhavrao Peshwa used to visit this temple very often and built the
stone sanctum around the idol and in 1790AD Mr. Anyaba Dev was authorised to
worship the idol.

The temple is situated 50 km from Pune on the Pune-Ahmednagar highway in the
village of Ranjangaon.



